


TO SEE IF I’M SMILING

Tamar Yarom, Israel, 2007, 59m
In Hebrew with English subtitles

Israel is the only country in the world where
18-year-old girls are drafted for compulsory
military service. To See If I’'m Smiling is a
disturbing look at the actions and behavior
of women soldiers in the Israeli army

who, stationed in the Gaza Strip and the
West Bank, help maintain the 40-year-

old occupation of Palestinian territories.
Deeply personal interviews are dramatically
interwoven with both archival footage and
details of the women’s daily lives. At a time
when women in the military are increasingly
on the frontlines, this powerful film explores
the ways that gender, ethics, and moral
responsibility intersect during war.

Pacific Film Archive — 6:30 pm, February 25
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts — 7:30 pm,
March 5*

*Reception to Follow

THE SARI SOLDIERS
Julie Bridgham, US/Nepal, 2008, 90m
In Nepali with English subtitles

Filmed over three years during the most
pivotal time in Nepal’s modern history, The
Sari Soldiers is an extraordinary story of six
women from all sides of the conflict and their
courageous efforts to shape Nepal’s future

in the midst of an escalating civil war against
Maoist insurgents, and the King’s crackdown
on civil liberties. When Devi witnesses her
niece being tortured and murdered by the
Royal Nepal Army, she speaks publicly about
the atrocity. The army abducts her daughter
in retaliation, and Devi struggles to uncover
her daughter’s fate and seek justice. The

film follows her and five other brave women,
including Mandira, a human rights lawyer and
former Human Rights Watch Defender.
Pacific Film Achive - 6:30 pm, February 27
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts — 7:30 pm,
March 19
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DEADLY PLAYGROUND
Katia Saleh, UK, Lebanon, 2007, 23m
In Arabic and English with English subtitles

Thirteen-year-old Hussein from the village
of Sadikkeen in south Lebanon has been
watching the demining experts in his area
clearing the estimated three million cluster
bombs that the Israeli forces dropped in

the war with Hezbollah in 2006. A projected
one million of these remain unexploded and
scattered around the villages and mountains
of south Lebanon. Hundreds of children, like
Hussein, are still fascinated by them.

Pacific Film Archive — 6:30 pm, February 25

YOUTH PRODUCING
CHANGE

West Coast Premiere, Founding Presenter:
Adobe Youth Voices, 80m

A program of short films directed and
produced by youth from across the globe.
Armed with digital cameras, computers and
their own boundless creativity — these young
people bravely expose human rights issues
faced by themselves and their communities.

It’s time that we listen to what they have to say.

Yerba Buena Center for the Arts — 7:00 pm
March 12*, LWHS - 4:00 pm, March 13**
*Discussion and Reception to Follow with Youth

Filmmakers

**Free screening for youth groups

ADOBE YOUTH VOICES is the Adobe
Foundation’s global philanthropic initiative
that empowers youth from underserved
communities worldwide to comment on
their world using multimedia and digital
tools to communicate and share their ideas,
demonstrate their potential, and take action
in their communities.

Maria Ramos, Brazil, 2007, 80m
In Portuguese with English subtitles

In Behave, Rio’s overwhelmed juvenile

courts and detention centers are revealed.
Brazilian law forbids filming juveniles in the
judicial process; Ramos instead uses teens
from the Rio favelas (slums) to portray their
peers. The hearings were all shot facing the
judge and the “actors” were later edited in

as countershots, each repeating the words

of the real defendants. Remaining a constant
throughout is Judge Luciana Fiala, who knows
the system has little chance of saving these
kids, and yet through irony, cajoling and
sternness still tries to tailor her interrogations
and punishments to the individuals on trial.
Behave shows the process of judging, and
how easily we are swayed over questions
involving minors breaking the law.

Pacific Film Archive - 6:30 pm, February 26
*Discussion to Follow with Alison Parker, Deputy
Director of the US Program, Human Rights Watch

www.adobe.com/go/youthvoices

Films:

THE COUNTDOWN

UsS, 2007, 6m, doc

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

South Africa, 2007, 5m

| WANT MY PARENTS

US/Mexico, 2007, 11m

ISLANDS OF THE PEOPLE
Canada, 2007, 6m

THE TRUE COST OF COAL

Us, 2007, 14m

THE HIDDEN COST OF CASHMERE
us, 2007, 3m

A MAID IS NOT A SLAVE

Senegal, West Africa, 2007, 5m
SLAVE LABEL

UK, 2007, 18m

PLAYING WITH THE OTHER TIGERS
us, 2007, 10m

UP THE YANGTZE
Yung Chang, Canada, 2007, 93m
In Mandarin with English subtitles

The Three Gorges Dam on the Yangtze River
is the world’s largest, and China’s biggest
engineering feat since the Great Wall. It

also represents the end to a way of life and
livelihood for two million people along the
Yangtze. Among those forced to relocate are
the Yu family. With few options available to
them, they send their oldest daughter Yu
Shui to work on a cruise ship. Working for
the same cruise line is Chen Bo Yu, good
looking and proficient in English, Jerry (as he
is renamed by the cruise line), sees this as a
stepping stone to bigger and better things,
while Yu Shui (renamed Cindy) would prefer
to continue her education.

Pacific Film Archive - 8:30 pm, February 26

PROJECT KASHMIR

Senain Kheshgi and Geeta V. Patel, US,

2008, 89m

In English, Urdu, Kashmiri, Hindi with English
subtitles

Two American friends, one Hindu and one
Muslim, enter the war zone of Kashmir to
investigate the 60-year rivalry between their
homelands India and Pakistan. How does
ayoung generation remain hopeful in this
endless war? Beautifully lensed by award-
winning cinematographer Ross Kauffman,
the film captures the physical splendor of
Kashmir, while expertly interweaving deeply
moving personal stories of Kashmiris with
those of the two American women, who strive
to reconcile their ethnic and religious heritage
with the violence that haunts their homeland.
Yerba Buena Center for the Arts — 7:30 pm
March 26
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